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INTRODUCTION 

           Iran has provided an important position in the international system because of  

geostrategic position, Iran has developed a foreign policy strategy after the revolution and rich 

fossil resources. Pre- revolutionary, during the presidency of Mohammad Mossadegh, " The 

nationalization of Iranian oil" has begun the process of embargo and continued fluctuations. 

Other embargoes have begun with after the revolution in 1980. After the emergence of 

clandestine nuclear activities of the Iranian, Iran has lived a lots of problems with the US, 

Israel and Gulf countries. After the 1979 revolution, the factors that shaping the foreign policy 

of Iran is "anti-western" and "the security of its regime and exported." The new regime was 

asked to be exported to Muslim countries. This situation has troubled regional countries. Iran 

is the greatest threat to the US in the region. Iran was giving support to terrorism. He was a 

threat to world energy security. Also Iran threatened Israel, and wants to continue the work 

repressive regimes to produce weapons of mass destruction . Iran wants to be an active force 

in the region, and wants to deter the United States continued its regime. Iran has been widely 

criticized because of created not an effective policy by the international system after the 

revolution and been exposed to severe sanctions. Especially, the US has pressured isolating 

policies to Iran about military, economic and financial, political-psychological, diplomatic, 

and legal fields . 

 

1.IRAN 

1.1. General Information About Iran 

        Officially Iran is a sovereign state in Southwest Asia. It is known as Islamic Republic of 

Iran. It has  Islamic regime. It is the country of independence, freedom and Islamic Republic. 

It has borders with many Asian and Middle East countries. These are Armenia, Azarbaijan, 

Kazakhstan, Nargarno-Karabakh Republic, Russia from Caspian Sea, Afghanistan, 

Turkmenistan, Pakistan, Oman from the Gulf of Oman and Turkey.(It located Western Asia 

and Eurasia. It is nearness to the Strait of Hormuz, make it of superior geostrategic 

importance.) This countries land area is comprising 1.648.195 km2. It is 18
th

 largest country 

in the world and also second largest country in the Middle East. Iran has 78.4 million 

inhabitants. So Iran is the 17
th

 most populated country in the world. It has a young population 

density. Official language is Persian. Tehran is the capital of Iran and largest city in country. 

At the same time Tehran is economical and cultural center. It is governed to Theocratic 

Republican. Iran’s official religion is Shia Islam. Other recognized religions are Sunni Islam, 

Judaism, Zoroastrianism and Christianity. 
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1. 2 The Past and Present of Iran 

        In Western sources Iran's history calls "Persian History". Literally Iran's mean Aryan's 

country. Iranian people use this term for ethnically. Actually Aryan means noble man. Iranian 

people calls themselves Aryanian in   Avesta  which is Zoroastrianism's  Holy Book. In fact 

this word came from Vedas. ( Hinduism and Buddhism Holy Books.) With Indo-Aryan culture 

this word comes  to nowadays and this country selected this name for countryname. All 

civilization which placed at Persian territory use this name include Iran Islamic Republic. 

(Proto Elam, Elam, Mana, Meds, Ahomenish, Seleucid, Sassanid Empire, Umayyad Caliphate, 

Abbasid Caliphate, Ghaznavids, Seljuk Empire, Khwarazmian dynasty, Ilkhanate, Timuridis, 

Qara Qoyunlu, Ag Qoyunlu, Safavid Dynasty, Qajar Dynasty, Pahlavi Dynasty and Iran 

Islamic Republic). 
1
 

         In Iran history we can see the great influence of the Turks and Islam. After the Muslims 

conquest in 691, Islamization of Iran has started. In 11 century Seljuk Empire conquested Iran 

territory. And after that Iran so long years governed by Turks. Turks - Iranian relations has 

Started with  Qara Qoyunlu and Aq Koyunlu states relations. Qara Qoyunlu's religion was  

Islam's Shia sect. Aq Koyunlu's religion was Islam's Sunni sect and they were relative with 

Safavid Dynasty. Aq Koyunlu and Qara Qoyunlu were rival.  

        In 16
th

 century Shah Ismail established Safavid Dynasty. Iran's political integrity was 

ensured and Shiism became offical religion. After that Afshars which is Turks tribe was 

established Afsharian Dynasty. After death of  Nadir Shah, Kerim Han Zend established Zend 

Dynasty in Mazandaran, Gilan and coast of Caspian Sea. Aga Muhammed Shah was entered 

Zend Dynasty and in 1795 he completly demolished Afshar dynasty and established Qajar 

Dynasty. 130 years Qajar Dynasty governed Iran territory. In 1925 Shah Reza Pahlavi 

demolished this dynasty and Pahlavi Dynasty governed Iran until the Iran Islamic Revolution. 

In Iran during the Pahlavi dynasty ruled by monarchical regime it has been many reforms and 

innovations. Westernization efforts, close relation with western countries ( like USA), the 

reduction of Shi'ism impacts on  political structure, increasing of the Mullahs and the public 

reaction to modernization, increasing poverty although wealthier Iran, socio-economic 

imbalances, cultural fragmentation, human rights violations, being late for democratization, 

Shah's wrong agricultural policies hereat great migration to the big cities like Tehran , 

Strengthening opposition among the clergy of the Shah's policy and Shah's oppresive regime 

paved the way for 1979 Iran Islamic Revolution.  Many groups have come together in the 

                                                           
1
Lewis, B. 2011: 2-3 



5 

Iranian revolution. Liberal groups, leftist groups and Islamic groups have supported the 

revolution. This revolution would be more accurate to say the People's Revolution. After the 

revolution people thought, Mullahs will step back and democracy will established. But it was 

not as expected. After the revolution, the Mullahs have passed a new political system by 

capturing government. On 1 February 1979, Ayatollah Khomeini returned from exile and 

February 12, 1979 announced the establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran.2 

 

1.3 Shiism and Iran 

        Shiism assert a claim: After Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him) Ali ibn Abu Talib 

should have been first caliph. This caliph position should have been held by Ali's sons and 

grandsons. Caliphate task is particularly given to Ali ibn Abu Talib and his descendants to 

continue the lineage of Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him) In 661 Ali bin Talip was 

martyred. After Ali's caliphate Muʿāwiyah bin ʾAbī Sufyān established Umayyid Dynasty. In 

681 his son  Yazīd bin Mu‘āwiya's army fight with Husayn bin Ali and killed him. After this 

incident Shiites confronted with Umayyad Dynasty, seperated Sunni beliefs and established a 

religon sect. Shia beliefs has many different groups. In fact, the Caliphate has been assigned 

by Allah to Ali ibn Abu Talib Hazrat Ali and his descendants will fulfill this sacred duty.    

         According to Shiites his holy 12 descendants:1)Ali ibn Abu Talib 2)Hasan ibn Ali 

3)Husayn ibn Ali 4)Ali ibn Husayn 5)Muhammad ibn Ali 6)Ja'far ibn Muhammad 7)Musa ibn 

Ja'far 8)Ali ibn Musa 9)Muhammad ibn Ali 10)Ali ibn Muhammad 11)Hasan ibn Ali 12) 

Muhammad ibn al-Hasan For Shiism beliefs Muhammad ibn al-Hasan who is called Al Mahdi 

wasn't death and he is alive. When Allah give task he will show up himself and save the 

world. According to Shia people must love  Ali ibn Abu Talib, must love Ali bin Abu Talib 

followers and must not love who doesnt like Ali bin Abu Talib. There are four  sects in the 

Sunni Muslim faith: Shafiism, hanafism , hanbali and malikism. Shiism has 3 different ideas 

according to Sunni Islam. These are: 1) Imamate, 2) Ahl al-Bayt 3) The different 

interpretation of the Qur'an. 3 

 

 

 

2. PRE-REVOLUTION PERIOD OF IRAN AND IRAN ISLAMIC REPUBLIC 

                                                           
2
Sarıkaya, y.  Dış Politika Araştırmaları Merkezi Rapor No. 2 // Kasım 2012 www.turkakademisi.org.tr 

3
Saray, M. Türk İran İlişkiler, 2006. 2. Baskı s. 89-91 
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2.1  The Foreign Policy of Iran in The Pre-Revolutionary Period 

        Because of Iran's geopolitical position, all the time it has been focused by major powers. 

Especially it was occupied individually  by United Kingdom and Russia during the first and 

second World War. Iran's foreign policy has been constantly forced to act in accordance with 

these interventions. When Mossadeq was won the elections in 1951, Iranian foreign policy 

was won different point of view. Before Mossadeq government, Iran's foreign policy was 

defined more western side. Mossadeq's government was nationalized Iran's petroleum 

resources. Thereby reducing their impact within the state of British-Iranian oil company. 

British companies are benefiting from the then 40 percent of oil revenues, has become not 

benefit. This situation has led to the reaction of the UK. Mohammad Mossadeq's government 

wants to termination their contract which is with British Petroleum.( Anglo-Iran Oil Industry) 

In 1951 this situation was passed  into law. So Mossadeq government has been further 

strengthened. These developments have led to the rifting between the western countries. 4 

         Foreign powers, especially the CIA and M15 have some operations in Iran overthrow 

the government by organizing and Shah's have shown the way to take the lead again. After 

Shah was taken the lead again in Iran,  pro-US policy began to be monitored again. Until the 

Islamic Revolution, the United States had been the most important ally of Iran in the region. 

Iran has continued to prosper from the oil revenues, in contrast to the situation, Iranian people 

has continued impoverishment . This situation confronted the people and government. In this 

period The Baghdad Pact signed in 1955 also joined   Iran, Pakistan and the United Kingdom  

Improve their relations with Israel in this period, Iran has met 75% of Israel's oil needs. 

          Pahlavi Dynasty, despite the oil crisis due to the Arab-Israeli wars, Iran has not 

complied about  the decisions on the restriction of OPEC oil production receives. On the 

contrary, further strengthened the economy by increasing oil production Pahlavi period Iran 

has established close relations with Western states, and after the revolution, Iran has become 

anti-imperialist identity.5 

 

 

2.2   After the Islamic Revolution in 1979, Iran's Foreign Policy 

                                                           
4
Gündoğan, Ünal. Eylül 2010. "İran ve Ortadoğu: 1979 İslam Devrimi’nin Ortadoğu Dengelerine Etkisi"s.26-32 

5
Ervand Abrahamian, Iran Between Two Revolutions, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1982 
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        After the 1979 Islamic revolution, Iran has abandoned its policy to act in conjunction 

with the United States and Western countries. US, Britain, Israel, the USSR began to be 

identified as an enemy country for Iran. After the revolution in Iran,the opposite policies were 

began to follow against Israel, the USA and Britain. Khomeini period, according to Khomeini 

the world was divided into two camps. Rich countries and poor countries. Richest countries 

were described as the  world  of irreligious by Khomeini. There were some countries  in this 

group like the United States, European countries and the USSR. 3
rd

 World countries whose 

poor countries were suffering from imperialism. Khomeini's foreign policy philosophy was 

expressed with "Neither Eastern nor Western" . 

          Iran foreign policy has two purposes in the Khomeini's period. The first; East and West 

to reject the ways of life and belief weakness. The second;  Revolution spread to other parts of 

the country. Iran has become the dominant power in the region and both it will be Islam's 

most powerful base. After the revolution, the Islamic philosophy had acquired a very 

important place on the foreign policy. It  was intended to eliminate any foreign influence 

absolutely. The self-sufficiency of the country at many areas were aimed such as scientific, 

technological, military, industrial and agricultural areas. A foreign military bases can not be 

established was enacted  by the Constitution.6 

          After the 1979 revolution, Iran's foreign policy has changed. Muslims in the nearby 

geography and changed the state against non-Muslims. According to the Iranian Constitution, 

all Muslims are one nation. One of the most important  Islamic Republic of Iran's aim is  

gathering all Muslims under one banner and providing political, economical and cultural unity. 

In view of Islamic Republic of Iran, world is divided into two parts: " Darul Islam" and 

"Darul Harb". Darul Islam is  in the land where Islam is dominant. Darul Harb is a land 

inhabited by infidels. Especially Western countries lands are Darul Harb lands. 

 

 

 

2.2.2 Iranian Leaders and Regional and Foreign Policies 

                                                           
6
Sarı,İ."1979 Devrimi Sonrası İran'ın Rejim Paradigması ve Dış Politika Yönelimleri".TÜRKİYE ORTADOĞU 

ÇALIŞMLARI DERGİSİ Turkish Journal of Middle Eastern Studies Cilt: 2, Sayı: 1, 2015, ss.95-112 
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2.2.2.1 Ruhollah Khomeini Period Domestic and Foreign Policies 

        After the 1979 Islamic Revolution, drafting a new constitution was essential.  New 

constitution based on Khomeini's theory which name is Velayet-i Fakih. According to this 

theory  religious scholars are heirs of the prophet and they have mission of managing society. 

In fact the other political groups opposition Khomeini approved this new constitution. 

Khomeini and his followers were seized political power in the country, whether the 

elimination of all political groups. After revolution Iran's foreign policy became more radical. 

It caused more loneliness at foreign politics. During this period, Iran has adopted the principle 

of non-aligment and full independence. In this context Iran withdrew from CENTO, Soviet-

Persian Treaty of Friendship and Baghdat Pact.7 

        At Khomeini era  the biggest decision maker was Khomeini in domestic and foreign 

policy. After the revolution in Middle East, the US and the Iran have become two hostile 

countries. As the biggest threat in the region, the US has seen Iran. According to Khomeini, 

the United States is the biggest enemy of all oppressed nations. According to Khomeini, USA 

is responsible of all evils and that's why it is "Great Satan". By the way because of Jerusalem 

occupation Israel is "Little Satan". 8 

       Iran-Iraq War 

      After the 1979 revolution,  Iran have been left alone by the United States, Western 

countries, Israel and some Arab countries in the region. Saddam Hussein was seeking to take 

advantage of this situation and than declared war to Iran in 1980. This war took 8 years. 

Actually  Iran's and Iraq's problem based on past. Iran has supported the Kurds in the Kurdish 

problem in Iraq and supported Iraq shiites for uprising in Iraq. Then in 1980, the assassination 

attempt on Tariq Aziz, Iraq had blamed Iran. After these situation Iraq deported Persian origin 

citizens, oppress Shiites and supported opposition groups in Iran. This developments caused 

Iran- Iraq war. 

      Saddam Hussein wanted to take Iran and Egypt's status and aims to be the new rising 

power in the region of the Arab world. He also wanted to limit the impact of the Islamic 

Revolution. This situation led to the Khomeini regime to strengthen further in domestic 

politics. During the war, the economic crisis had been ignored by the public. In 1982, Iran 

                                                           
7
İmam Humeynî, İslamda Devlet, İstanbul: Objektif Yayınları 1991 

8
Hamid Ahmedi, “ İran İslâm Cumhuriyeti’nde Ulusal Çıkar İkilemi”, 21. Yüzyılda İran, çev. Pınar Güven, 

Ankara: Sitare Yayınları 2011, s. 63 



9 

began to establish dominance in war. After the Iran-Iraq war, Saddam Hussein's goals have 

not been reached nor Khomeini goal realized. Nobody gain anything. With this result 

According to the USA security strategy Gulf Oil flow will be provided, the balance of power 

in the region will be protected and countries that will be supported which were aid to Iraq. 

Thus, the USSR had kept under control to prevent the passage of the field force Iran or  the 

collapse of Iran against Iraq was blocked. USA applied military embargo on Iran. Iraq's USA 

support, had left more difficult station for Iran. Also Iran was taken terrorist states list by USA. 

At the same time USA removed Iraq from this list and take off the embargo for Iraq. USA and 

Iraq diplomatic relations was began again in this period. During the Iran-Iraq war  the Gulf 

countries have been called as a mini demons by Khomeini.9 

        Gulf emirates were established Gulf Cooperation Council against Iran threat in 1981. 

Saudi Arabia, Oman, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Bahrein and Qatar joined this council.  

Gulf Cooperation Council had been satisfied with the loss of power of Iran and Iraq. In this 

period Iran's most confident ally was Syria. Gulf countries were supported Iraq in the war. 

The main reason Gulf countries supports Iraq   was a speech which he made on December 1, 

1979. According to Ayatollah Khomeini, Saudi Arabia corrupted Islam religion. Saudi 

Arabia's religion is American Islam or palace religion. Saudi Arabia and Iran relations' the 

greatest harm was  because of the Saudi police gun fire to Iranian pilgrims  in 1987. 400 

people were killed. After this incident, Khomeini declared: May be one day USA and Israel 

can be forgiven , but  Saudi Arabia can never be forgiven. 

        At Khomeini period due to Turkey a secular state model was seen as a threat to the 

Islamic Revolution. One of the most important problem between Iran and Turkey is  PKK. 

PKK'S Iran support, has hurt the relations between two countries. During the Iran-Iraq war, 

Turkey declared neutrality. At the same time Turkey didn't lay an embargo on Iran. These 

improved relations between Turkey and Iran. 

 

 

2.2.2.2  Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani Period Domestic and Foreign Policies 

                                                           
9
Yurdakurban, İ. "Devrim Sonrası İran Dış Politikası (1979-2005)". TC. Selçuk Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler 

Enstitüsü Uluslararası İlişkiler Anabilimdalı Yüksek Lisans Tezi. Konya 2010 s. 23-24. 
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         After Khomeini's death in 1989 and the end of the Iran-Iraq War, The management 

structure of the Iran have gained pragmatis and realist identity. Rafsanjani follow a moderate 

policy more flexible and aimed to lift the isolation imposed against Iran. Rafsanjani period 

central government was strengthened. Iran's defense policy developed. In Rafsanjani period 

the Iranian domestic politics had entered a new era. This period the banking and insurance 

industry, all industrial facilities were nationalized. The embargo and US sanctions against Iran 

have caused a loss of economic power. After being elected Rafsanjani,  tried to follow the 

balanced policy with neighboring countries and great powers. Iran  was forced to go to change 

Iran's foreign policy and  change idealism to pragmatism in foreign policy principles.  

Therefore, foreign investment should be taken in the country . He has been looking for new 

ways which selling a part of the national industry of country to foreigners and to borrow from 

the World Bank. China was taken as a model by Rafsanjani.10                    

           Rafsanjani worked to establish dialogue with the United States. But the United States 

has gradually toughened its attitudes against Iran in the period of Rafsanjani. In the 1990s, 

The United States increasing its power in the Middle East.USA is the only superpower, that's 

why  it made difficult the implementation of the political goals of Iran. EU countries and the 

The United States has been pressuring countries like Russia that in relations with Iran. The 

USA stipulated terms  for the normalization of relations with Iran. These terms were: 

1) To stop supporting terrorism 

2) Iran wont be opposite Arab- Israel peace process 

3) Will not be made in secret activities with the Arab countries which are 

supporting USA 

4) Offensive armaments will leave 

5) The purpose of obtaining weapons of mass destruction will be give up 

        The United States continued its sanctions and embargoes on Iran. Because Iran didn't 

accept these terms. The EU did not join the embargo and sanctions imposed by the US. EU 

also continued to trade cooperation with Iran. It has hampered the impact of the embargo. 

Despite these events, Iran-US relations have developed to a lesser extent in the period of 

Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. The EU lifted all sanctions on Iran and has opened a 

representative office in Iran. In 1992, the last time at Rafsanjani's presidency, The 

assassination of  4 Iranian Kurdish leaders in Berlin  has a negative impact on Iran-US 

                                                           
10

 Yeğin, A. "Devrimin 35. Yılında İran Dış Politikası" Seta Perspektif, Sayı:2 s:3-4  Şubat 2014 
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relations. Berlin court had claimed that it was built by the assassination of Iranian managers. 

Thus, Iran  has entered the crisis into relations with the EU countries, especially Germany. 

Germany and all the EU countries withdrew its representatives, official visits stopped, and 

restricted visits of Iranian officials to EU countries. 11 

         Iran has tried to improve its relations with the Gulf countries for to strengthen relations 

with regional countries. Saudi Arabia has increased Iranian Pilgrims quota for pilgrims 

Pilgrimage. Thus it was realized for the first time high-level visits between Iran and Saudi 

Arabia. Iran increased OPEC quota and its share in the oil market with developing better 

dialogue with Saudi Arabia and the Gulf countries. However, the regional security, the Arab 

states' close relations between the United States, ideological differences, the policies of  Arab-

Israeli peace process and oil politics have been disrupted to Iran's relations with these 

countries. 

       2.2.2.3 Mohammad Khatami Period Domestic and Foreign Policies 

        After the 1979 revolution, new managements have not fully realized the expectations of 

the people. The basic expectations of the Iranian people; 

 individual and social freedom, 

 the elimination of unemployment and economic problems, 

 the  improvement of living conditions, etc. 

        Khatami had a reformist political identity. Khatamirhetoric of included freedom and 

social life. He was victorious in the 1997 elections. Khatami's domestic policy goals; The 

management of the masses more participation, transparent state, monitored institutions, the 

civil society, human rights, freedom of opinion and freedom of expression, to defend the 

development of democracy on the basis of Islamic principles,  the prevention of torture, equal 

human rights etc. Khatami has been found in many pre-election promises. However, Khatami 

has not fulfilled these promises after being elected as president. Movement could not succeed. 

        The period of Khatami, the foreign policy of Iran has emphasized diplomacy in 

international relations. Dialogues have established dialogue with Western and regional 

countries. Khatami's biggest goal that Iran has wanted to make a country respected both 

regionally and worldwide. Mohammad Khatami has pursued conciliatory and moderate policy 

                                                           
11

 Yurdakurban, İ. "Devrim Sonrası İran Dış Politikası (1979-2005)". TC. Selçuk Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler 

Enstitüsü Uluslararası İlişkiler Anabilimdalı Yüksek Lisans Tezi. Konya 2010 s. 30-35. 
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in foreign policy.  Iran has also asked the UN to play a more active role and aimed to establish 

better relations with Western countries, the US, Russia, China, Pakistan, Japan and India etc.12 

         In summary, Khatami's domestic policy; democratization, development and 

reconstruction, emancipation. In foreign policy;  dialogue with foreign countries, constructive 

and moderate policies,  the integration with world system and diplomacy etc. 

2.2.4 Mahmoud Ahmadinejad Period Domestic and Foreign Policies 

         Following the Hatimi's presidency, Ahmadinejad became the head of state. The 

reformist nature of Iran's foreign policy has become a fundamentalist structures with the 

election of President Ahmadinejad. During this period, the judiciary, the legislative and 

executive branches thoroughly passed into the hands of radical conservative and hard-line 

policies were carried out. Some countries such as the United Arab Emirates, The US, Israel, 

Kuwait, Saudi Arabia was quite nervous. The invasion of Iraq by US, Iran's Iraq policies is 

very important in terms of Iran's Iraq policy. After the period of Saddam Hussein, the Shiites 

in Iraq has emerged as an important element. The most important feature of the Ahmadinejad 

era is the re-emergence of nuclear weapons problems. To gain the ability to develop Iran's 

nuclear weapons is a major threat to the US 's  regional and global objectives. There are 

energy supply, energy security and the continuation of the state of Israel on the basis of the 

US's Middle East policy. Israel has threatened openly by Ahmadinejad. This situation 

negatively impacted the US and Israeli relations.13 

          In 2003, Iran has signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty of Nuclear Weapons for the 

purpose to mitigate the nuclear weapons accusations of  the US. Iran was forced to accept the 

partial inspaction  of International Atomic Enegy Agency  with this agreement.The sanctions 

against Iran has increased again due to hard and aggressive foreign policy statements in the 

period of Ahmadinejad. 

 

 

2.2.2.5 Hassan Rouhani Period Domestic and Foreign Policies 

                                                           
12

OĞUZ, Sami, "Gülümseyen İslam; Hatemi’nin Ağzından İran’da Değişim", (Çev: Nazila H. Nejad), Metis 

yayınları, İstanbul, 2001. 
13

ERSUN, Ömer, “Bush, Ahmedinecat ve Yüce Tanrı”, Stratejik Analiz, Haziran, 2006, Sayı:74 
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        After eight years of hardliners’ rule, moderate cleric and reformist candidate Hassan 

Rohani was elected as Iran’s 11th President on June 14, 2013. The victory of Hassan Rohani 

in the Iranian presidential elections has raised hope in several quarters that Iran will be 

entering into a new era of rapprochement. His accommodative overtures have potentials of 

driving Iran into a new era of relationship with the neighbourhood as well as with the US. If 

Iran and the West become able to strike a deal over the nuclear issue. Rohani provides a ray of 

hope in terms of some departure in Iran’s foreign policy. This was well articulated by 

President Rohani in his first press conference as well. 14  In addition, Rohani made 

commitments to to improve relations with the neighbouring countries, end international 

sanctions and, to improve Iran’s economic condition. Iran’s currency, the rial, has dropped by 

more than 50 percent since last year due to sanctions and the inflation rate has also gone up by 

more than 32 percent. 

         Iran’s covert nuclear programme was discovered in 2003 and the subsequent 

negotiations led to the Tehran Declaration signed between Iran and the E-3 (UK, France and 

Germany) 15  leading to Iran freezing its nuclear enrichment programme and offering 

additional protocols to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Rohani was the 

architect from the Iranian side. In the present context, nuclear issue and its resolution holds 

the key to Iran’s most acute problem; the economic crisis.  Constitutionally, Rohani will serve 

as Iran’s main international representative and is likely to present a different tone than his 

predecessor, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 

           Rouhani told that The foreign policy of the government based on that the protection of 

national security, the fulfillment of national interests and development of the country. Iran's 

foreign policy is not expected to be any changes  that exceed the basic principles and red lines. 

According to Rouhani, 'Iran never wanted confrontation with other countries. Our whole 

effort is going to be to try to rein in the warmongers.' In case of US aggression against Syria ,  

the foreign ministry spokesman Mansur Hakikatp has threatened to attack Israel in retaliation 

for Iran. This expression have raised concerns about Iran's constructive foreign policy. Iin the 

                                                           
14

 “Iran’s President-elect Rohani to hold first press conference”, Press TV, June 16, 2013, available 

athttp://www.presstv.com/detail/2013/06/16/309283/presidentelect-rohani-to-hold-1st-presser 
15

   * Following their meeting at the UN General Assembly on Iran's nuclear programme the E3+3 countries (UK, 

US, China, France, Germany and Russia) issued a statement urging Iran to continue to cooperate with the United 

Nations Security Council (UNSC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
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short term, Rouhani is striving to protect balance for doesn't lose the Syria and to preserve the 

its newly developed foreign policy.  16 

 

3. THE HISTORY OF EMBARGO AGAINST IRAN AND REGIONAL IMPACTS 

 3.1 What Is Meant The Sanction? 

The part of a law that is designed to secure enforcement by imposing apenalty for violation of 

the law or offering a reward for its observance. A punitive act taken by one nation against anot

hernation that has violated a treaty or International Law.17  There is no judiciary or policing 

capability at the international level. There is a still an influential body of international law, 

respected almost all the time by almost all nations. The times when they don’t usually make 

the news. A key point of procedure to bear in mind when dealing with international law, 

which means the law of the United Nations. 

 

3.1.1 Embargo 

         An official ban on trade or other commercial activity with a particular country: 

an embargo on grain sales, an arms embargo and economic embargo etc.18 An embargo is a 

government order that restricts commerce or exchange with a specified country or the 

exchange of specific goods. An embargo is usually created as a result of unfavorable political 

or economic circumstances between nations. The restriction looks to isolate the country and 

create difficulties for its governing body, forcing it to act on the underlying issue. 193.3  

3.1.2 Boycott 

       Boycott means to stop buying or using the goods or services of a certain company or 

country as a protest; the noun boycott is the protest itself. Furthermore, a boycott will 

frequently include blockade.20 

3.2 Iran Briefly Embargo History 

       The first embargo on Iran was started to be introduced in the period of the prime minister 

of Mohammed Mossadegh (1951-1953). The starting point of sanctions against Iran was the 

policies of "Iran's petroleum nationalization". Mohammad Mossadeq specifically aimed to 
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abolish the British hegemony over the Iranian oil. But the nationalization of Iranian petroleum 

was exported to the world market have been exposed to the British embargo. 

      After the overthrow of Mossadegh by the US-backed operation has been removed 

embargo against Iran. After the 1979 revolution, the embargo has begun with "hostage crisis 

(1980-1983) ". US embassy was raided in Tehran in 1980 and taking hostage of US diplomats 

( 66 diplomats) have been deadlocked with US-Iran relations. After these developments, Iran 

has been subjected to the US embargo. It canceled the agreements with the United States. Iran 

were under pressure in the diplomatic , economic, political, military areas. 

      After the hostage crisis, the US oil companies to leave the country and apply the oil 

embargo has affected the Iranian economy deeply. It was blocked Iran's money in US banks. 

The import and the export were banded on Iran. In these reasons, Iran was remained with a 

very difficult situations. Another embargo, the period of Iran-Iraq war (1980-1988), military 

embargo was implemented by US. 

         US has agreed with 20 countries about selling arms to Iran. In 1984, sales of some 

chemicals to Iran was prohibited by the United States. Nevertheless, the chemical products 

were sold to Iran by some US diplomats that was appeared in 1986. some sanctions have 

increased against Iran. (especially weapons and the chemical industry). In 1990, the US 

Senate has banned within the scope of " the struggle of terror " oil purchases from Iran. 

In 1992, some political studies were conducted which Iran can not be possess ballistic 

missiles, the atom bomb, chemical and biological weapons. In 1995, In 1995, the US wanted 

to prevent the chemical or special technological arms exporting to Iran. So sanctions were 

applied by US . EU countries and Japan have reacted to imposed the violent blockades by the 

United States. Also EU countries continued economic relations with Iran. The embargo was 

loosed against Iran between the years of 1997-2004. 

        The constructive policies implemented during Khatami in 1997 have provided the 

removal of the drug and food embargo in 1999. But Ahmadinejad era (2004-2011), embargo 

against Iran has increased again. After 2004 , nuclear activities have gained momentum. 

These developments were perceived as efforts to produce nuclear weapons Iran by Western 

countries. In 2007, the UN Security Council has banned arms sales to Iran. The hard politics 

of Ahmadinejad negatively have affected the relations of US-Iran in the terms of Obama. 

Other developments; putting blocking Iranian banks, blocked to Iranian businessmen's certain 

bank accounts, and implement the embargo against Iran's cenral bank etc. EU oil embargo 

entered into force in 2012. 
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        The period Hassan Rouhani, Iran has been exposed to sanctions in many areas . 

Therefore more constructive foreign policy was conducted. Nuclear talks between Iran and 

P5+1 countries have begun to fructify in 2013. The agreement that providing for an easing of 

sanctions in exchange for the restriction of nuclear activities was signed in July 2015. Thus 

Iran has entered a new era. 

  3.3 The Region Effects of The Lifting to The Embargo 

        Iran has experienced difficult times because of sanctions in many fields like that the 

fields of the economic-financial, political, diplomatic, industry, and military. But Iran entered 

into a new era after the decision to lift sanctions. The nuclear negotiations between P5+1 

countries and UN Security Council has begun to fructify after long negotiations. As a result of 

negotiations, a decision was reached to eliminate the many sanctions and lifting embargo on 

Iran. But the arms embargo (at 5 years) and missile embargo (at 8 years) will continue 

imposed by the UN. 21 

        According to Iranian President Hasan Rouhani, Iran has been opened "a golden page in 

the history of Iran" with the entry into force of the agreement . According to Presedent 

Obama , the nuclear agreement with Iran will reduce the spread of nuclear weapons, and this 

agreement is not a treaty of friendship.This treaty is actually a deterrent treaty and threaten to 

prevent a nuclear arms race in the region 

        According to Presedent Obama, “ If it was not agreement, at that time the front of a new 

war has opened in the Middle East. Iranian authorities have assessed as a major victory of the 

positive conclusion of these negotiations. Russia and the EU have supported these 

negotiations and have been pleased with the decision. According to the Israeli Prime Minister 

Netanyahu , these negotiations is shocking and it is considered as a very big mistake. 

According to the agreement; 

 Iran military facilities will be supervised by the UN inspectors, if it does not comply 

with the terms of the agreement to restart sanctions. 

 The United Nations Security Council will remove the trade embargo, 

 It will be lifted travel ban on private and legal entities performing activities in the 

nuclear field. 
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 In the enrichment process will be used only low-yielding and old generation 

centrifuges.  Also centrifuge progress-related research will be subject to audit. 

 During the next 15 years, Iran will not build new uranium enrichment facility and 

heavy water reactor. IAEA will oversee these processes. 

 Iran will reduce its enriched uranium stock from 10 thousand kilograms to 300 

kilograms, and he will keep this amount for 15 years. 

 Iran will be able to continue the nuclear R & D work for 10 years. But the uranium in 

the hands of Iran's can not be enriched over the critical level of 3.67 percent for 15 years. 

 Centrifuges and fissile material in Fordo Nuclear Plants will not be taken. But Iran 

will continue to do scientific experiments. 22 

        The European Union (EU) lifted the embargo on Iran in areas such as maritime transport, 

oil, trade, insurance, banking etc. 300 Iranian citizens were removed from the sanctions list, 

but which are not included in the list because of terrorism. Henceforth, the banking sector will 

not embargo on Iran. Embargoes were lifted in the automotive sector, insurance, maritime 

transport, gold, steel, coal, oil etc. According to the Iranian Central Bank, Iran's $ 30 billion 

from abroad will remain free with the lifting of sanctions. 

With the lifting of sanctions; 

 Iran seeks an 8% economic growth. Iran's oil revenues will increase to $ 10 billion 

annually. 

 The amount of selling in Iran will be increase from $ 1 million barrels to 2.5 million 

barrels a year. Iran is also planning to make significant investments about the aviation industry. 

 With Iran is pening to the world, European countries will try to grab a share of the new 

market opening up in many areas such as automotive and health sector. Iranian President 

Rouhani announced that Iran needs an annual 30-50 billion dollars in foreign investment. 

French and German ministers had visited Tarhan together hundreds of people with the world 

of business delegation after coming to the final stage of the agreement. 

 Oil prices will reduce due to free way to enter into Iran's oil market. So Iran will grab 

many customers. To enter with full capacity in the market may cause to enter the oil prices 

war with Saudi Arabia (Iran's arch-nemesis). Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Dubai stock exchanges 

was on the decline almost 6 percent with the lifting of sanctions nearly. 
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 Tehran is expected to increase the confidence itself because of return to the 

international system. Recently, tensions between Iran and Saudi Arabia have climbed with the 

death of the Shiite cleric Nimr Bakır al-Nimri. Riyadh had cut off all diplomatic relations with 

Tehran after this development. 

CONCLUSION 

        The US and the EU in the region to support the Iranian economy will exacerbate the 

proxy war between Iran and Saudi Arabia. The continuation of the military embargo despite 

the lifting of the economic embargo, Iran will make it difficult to integrate into the new 

system. The removal of the embargo is guaranteed Ruhani's  place in next elections.Germany 

will be Iran's largest investors. Russia will leave his own place to Iran in region. The US will 

enter with Iran in Central Asia and . Than The US compete with China and Russia over Iran. 

Iran and Turkey will be economically competitive for the embargo lifted. The regional 

leadership tension between Iran and Saudi Arabia and the dominated race in Persian region 

will increase more with Iran's economic empowerment. The continuation of the military 

embargo against Iran provide that Saudi Arabia's military forces will further increase. To enter 

freely into Iran's oil market will reduce oil prices.In this case will cause oil prices to enter the 

war with Iran and Saudi Arabia . 
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